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Rever end Sir, N A1 


LTHouGH, to our great Con- 
cern, You was not able to meet 
and preſide over us at the laſt Viſitation, 
Vou have a Right to be acquainted with 
our Proceedings. For which Reaſon I 
take the Liberty of dedicating to You a 
Sermon which I was defired to publiſh 
both by my Reverend Brethren, and 
by a Gentleman, * (one of my Hearers 
likewiſe) for whoſe Character and 


a James Montagu, Eſq; s Lackham in Wilts, one of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, and a Captain in the Militia, 


Judgment 


% 


Judgment I, am one of the many that 
have the higheſt Regard and Efteem. 
| Tam much pleaſed with the Honour, | 
but more with the Opportunity, of here- |} 
d Veneration which | 
have, not more from Duty than Con- f 


viction , for our excellent Church, 
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— * nbc puſſeth ps bat Charity 
and ea er 


n E W ee, of theſe 
Words was a Diſpute raiſed among 
the early Converts to Chriſtianity at 
Corinth, with regard to # Meats 

— to Idols.” How they came to be at 
all concerned about fuch Meats, the following 
ſeems to be a probable Account. T hoſe who 
had embraced the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ill 
Hved among Idolaters, of which Number they 
had formerly been themſelves. Theſe Idola- 
ters often ſacrificed to their ſuppoſed Gods; 
and their Bacrifices were ſucceeded by Feaſt- 
ings in their Temples, either upon ſome Part 
of the Saerifices themſelves, or upon Provi- 
ſions which had been preſented to the Idol 
by way ef imploring his Bleſſing upon them. 
To theſe Entertainments the Chriſtians uſed 
to be invited by their Neighbours*, either up- 
on the Foot of old Acquaintanee and Friand- 
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ſhip, which they ſtill deſired to maintain tho 
the others had left their Religion; or out of 
Curioſity, to know why they had left it, and 
how this Conduct had anſwered to them; or 
perhaps, with a View to tempt them, and 
endeavour to bring them back again. But, 
whatever the Motives of thoſe who gave 
the Invitation might be, the Perſons in- 
vited were very much divided about 6 
it. Some, who were perfectly acquaitte ted 
with their Chriſtian Liberty, knew therghwas 
no Harm in complying; nay, they might 
reaſonably think ſuch Compliance would be 
attended with very good Conſequences, as 
giving an Opportunity by ſocial Intercourſe 
and familiar Converſation to reconcile and 
bring over the reſt of the Corinthians to that 
moſt true Perſuaſion which they had em- 
braced themſelves. But others, who were not 
ſo well inſtructed in the Liberty of the Goſ- 
pel, dreaded and abhorred that Compliance, 
and were extremely offended at thoſe who 
practiſed it. Now here in what way does the 
Apoſtle proceed, and how does he decide the 
Matter? Not by peremptorily enjoining that 
the leſs knowing ſhould be obliged to fubmit 
to thoſe who knew better, tho to human Wiſ⸗ 
=» on this would have appeared not only no 


unjuſt, 


= 

unjuſt, but even an equitable Determination. 
But in the preſent Circumſtances, : while the 
Chriſtian Religion was in its: Infancy, this 
Method was not expedient. It is upon the 
very ſame Occaſion that St. Paul ſays in a fol- 
lowing Chapter, All things are. lawful for 
me, but all things edify not. The Apoſtle 
therefore goes upon theſe higher, nobler, 
Chriſtian, Principles. He allows the more con- 
firmed: Converts all their ſuperiour Merit. 
« We know that We all have Knowledge *.” 
But notwithſtanding this Advantage, he di- 
rects the Perſons poſſeſt of it to decline ma- 
king the utmoſt Uſe of it, or going thoſe 
Lengths in which it would certainly bear them 
out; and rather, to humour the Prejudices of 
their ſincere, tho weak and uninformed, Bre- 
thren. He exhorts them to that Humility 
and Charity for which he was ſo eminent him- 
ſelf, and the being endued with which he 
preferred to his Poſſeſſion of all human and 
divine Accompliſhments. And juſtly; fince 
he ſays, © * puffeth up, but Charity 
« edifieth.” | 

After an Introduction Aich I fear may be 
ought tedious, I ſhall leave the particular 
Occaſion upon which the Words were firſt 


A2 _ written," 


— 


oy 
— r  EES 


3 
vrritten, and in the reſt of this Diſcourſe 
draw from them ſome general Obſervations 
on Knowledge and Charity, with an Applica- 
tion to ſome later and more WN —— 


and Controverſies. 


It is the Apoſtle's Cenifiire of 6 Knowledge,” 

that it * puffeth up.” This Effect exactly 
correſponds with the Argument made Uſe of 
to induce our firſt Parent to eat of the Fruit 


of the Tree of Knowledge, and the Suggeſtion 


of her own Mind upon the Sight of it; “Ve 
e ſhall be as Gods” —— and, it was a Tree 
te to be deſired to make one wiſe. Thus 
was Ambition the Cauſe of Knowledge, and 

Pride 1 is the Effect of it: an Account of the 


4 


a Gen, 3. 15 1 * ——— that the 2 of theſo | 
Verſes (of which it is not diſputed but bur Franflation is the true 
one) plainly leads us to underſtand by © the Tree bf Knowledge 
of Good and Evil,“ (c. 2. 9.) a Tree conveying ſuch * 
ledge, according to the Letter of the Original. If lo, the 
dering of the laſt Paſſage needs not be changed to the bh 
& which was to be the 77% bf Good and Evil,” according to the 
moſt new and ingenious (but ſtill conjecthral) Interpretation of the 
Reverend and learned Mr Kennicot, in the former of his two 
Differtations. How any Tree ſhould be capable of producing fo 

remarkable a Fruit as this Knowledge, is another Queffion ; and 
all the Odbjections and Enquities about it I look upbn to be no- 
thing to the Purpoſe. All I know is, that if God has declared ſo, 
we are bound to believe it. 1 he 6 Tree of Life” mf] be r- 
ray undertood. 


Minas © Matter, 


ell. 


Matter, which, tends to diſcourage, ſuch as are 


very eagerly applying themſelyes to the Age 
quiſition of Knowledge, and to, mortify ſuch 


as have, in reality, already made a great Pf ſr 


greſs in it, and may fatter, themſelyes 1 
they have made a much greater. And yet "he 


of a goed Sort. For ſuch it certainly is, to 
have i due N otions of the Goel DiE 
penſation, more particularly with, regard. to 
the Extenſiveneſs of that * Liberty: wherewith 
« Chriſt has made us free,” breaking the * 
vile Chains of Wien and Timidity. ? 


mention an Inconveniency withour propoſing 


a Remedy. Accordingly, the Apoſtle preſcribes 
one in the next Words. For if : Knowledge 
„ puffeth up, Charity edifieth, that is, in- 
ſtructs avithout ** puffing up: agreeabiy to 


the ſame Apoſtles Character of it, Charity, 


(that is, the charitable Perſon) © is nat puffed 
* up*”. The Nature of this Charity, and of 
the Edificatian produced by it, muſt barg 2 


Free Conſideration. WY 

To pretend to define Charity monks; be at- 
tempting to compriſe all the particular Vir- 
tues in a ſingle Definition. For cu; in- 


a 1 Cir, 13. 4. 


cl SF 


Apoſtle muſt be. allowed to mean Knowledge 


% 
> : 
5 
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 Clades them all. It is a Foundation ſtrong 
and ample enough to ſupport the whole Fa- 
brick of the Chriſtian Religion, for which it 
muſt be ſometimes underſtood. And the Name 
is as univerſal as the Thing ſignified by it. We 
may obſerve that St. Paul, who defines Faith 
with ſo much Elegance, Strength, and Pre- 
cifion, never defines Charity. Matter fo preg- 
nant mocks the Definer's Skill, and ſcorns to 
be confined within Bounds fo narrow. If He 
be the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
(as is generally agreed) he calls Faith, the 
Subſtance of Things hoped for, the Evidence 
«of Things not ſeen *.” This is a Definition. 
But Charity he only deſcribes by an Enumera- 
tion of its Properties However, as ordinary 
Perſons want ſome Guide, that we may avoid 
Confuſion, and collect the ſcattered Rays into 
one Point in order to a clearer View of the 
Object, we will take the Definition of an 
eminent Divine of our own, which is as 
comprehenſive a one as the Caſe will admit. 

« Charity / ſays be) is that Affection of the 
« Mind whereby we love God for his own ſake, 
he and our devs. urg for God's fake.” 25 


1 


N 11. 1. ** b 1 Ow: 13. . 8 
e Dean ——_ Epiſt, & Gofp, Vol. 2. p. 264. 


By 
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By Edification we may underſtand Inſtruc- 
tion in general, but chiefly that Kind of it 
which reſpects our Improvement in Religion, 
« Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, (as St. Paul 
fays or (according to St. Jude) the Build-, 
* ing. up of ourſelves on our moſt holy 
aich . 4+ 

But bow does Charity produce this Inftruc- 
tion ?—By making us humble and teachable it 


diſpoſes us both to learn, and to apply our- 


ſelves to an all- wiſe Maſter, the true Fountain 


of all Knowledge; by making us patient it 


enables us to conquer the Difficulties we meet 
with in the Way; and by making us tempe- 


rate and benevolent it inclines us to make the 


beſt Uſe of what we ſhall have learnt, em- 
ploying it in the Regulation of our own, Paſ- 
ſions, the Service of our F ellow lee 
and to the Glory of Almighty God. 

As this right Application of Knowledge is 


the Effect of Charity, ſo is that Knowledge en- 


creas'd by ſuch an Application. For our Saviour 
expreſſly tells us, If a Man will do the Will 


„of my Father, he ſhall know of my Doc- 


« trine, whether it be of God. | 
But whom does Charity edify? — For .the 
Text ſeems to leave it uncertain, and only fays 


2 2 Tim. 3. 16. bd Jade 20. e e 7. 17 
Wu abſo- 


* 


1 


«blolutely; «Charity elifieth” From this'very 


Eircumſtance' we may bollect; what we ſhall 


find confirmed by Fact, that Charity edifies 
not a Man's ſelf only, but others alſo. It not 


only furniſhes the Perſon poſſeſt of it with the 


trueſt Inſtruction, but prompts him to com- 
municate it to his Neighbour, in the moſt" ex 


tended, . e Senſe — this Denomina 


tior 4280 D $17 In 
on. 


Thus does Efitiftianity' both give us the 
frueſt Notions of Charity, and ſet it in a Light 
eftirely” new. For it repreſents it as affecting 
and im proving g the Underflanding, while” it 
FR from the VIII. According to our 


eligion, Charit "is afl inrellecrual, as well as 


A practical Virtue. Let the ancient moral Phi- 
| loſophers therefore boaſt of their Skill and 


Preciſion © in inventing and affixing general 


Names to abſtract Ideas 3 let them ſplit the 


Vnderftanding into ſpeculative and practical; 

let them ii ſome Virtues under the Head 
of the practical Underftanding, others under 
that of the Peculative; let them have their 
Cardinal Virtues; their Univerfal Juſtice; their 
Piety, to include all the Duties relatin g to 
God; their Probity, to expreſs thoſe e owe 


i. But indeed hey do all this for Me- 


ads Sake, and very uſeful it is to the 
4 | Learner. 
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Learner. Then, let the lefs modeſt madern 
Refiners talk of the Moral Senſe; the Beauty 
of Virtue . the Fitneſs of Things; of Senti- 
ment; of Syſtems; the Whole; and the 
Parts. And after all of them, let 4s produce 
St. Paul's ſingle Term of Charity, | which 
fwrallows up all the others by its Comprehen- 
ſixeneſs, and extinguiſhes them all hy its ſy- 
periour Brightneſs. For Charity embraces God 
and Mankind, takes paſſeſſion of all the Fa- 
culties of the Mind endowed with it, and 
extends to all Indixidugls of the haman and 
every other Species. 

 Knawledge, as not being quite 0 einne 
will be found more eaſily and more common- 
ly-defined. To à moſt acute Philoſopher of 
our own”, and one very converſant in the 
Writings of St. Paul, it ſeems. (as he modeſt- 
ly expreſſes himſelf) 79 be * the Perception of 
the Connettion and Agreement, or Diſagree - 
ment and Repugnancy of any of our Ideas. 

A conſiderable Branch of Knowledge is 
Learning, which by another very eminent 
Author of our os a in kg and Proſe, * 1 


A . 


b Eſſay on Human Vat, 5. + CN 17. 
"> _ | 
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is called the Knowledge of the Senſe of our 
«Predecefſors.”* SCE AL 

It is not my Mention to dell upon the 
en of either of theſe Definitions, but 
only to obſerve how naturally cacti of this 
4 defined tends to puff up.” 1 

That Perception of the Relation dend 
our Ideas which is ſuppoſed to conſtitute Know- 
ledge, muſt likewiſe be ſuppoſed to be the O- 
peration of our own Minds; and it is very dif- 
ficult to look upon any thing as our own with- 
out being «© puffed up” by it. This is parti 
cularly true with regard to Advantages purely 
mental and intelloctual. For theſe are the moſt 
remote from Matter and outward Objects, not 
at all dependent on the Will of others, and 
therefore reckoned in the Claſs of Things in 
« our own Power” by the Philoſophers; ſo 
that we "muſt almoſt © neceſſarily (and they 


ym: hg we mi _ e apt pan 


nee ] T 
* . 0 * 
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'® See on A Prefice to „ his Works, But at the ſame time 
chat I ſay this of Mr Pope I declare. I think he was moſt unhap- 


pily miſtaken (to call it no worſe) in the Characters of many 


both of thoſe he praiſed, and thoſe he ſatirized. Of the former 
ſort (to name no more) is the late Lord eee ; of the lat- 


ter, the great and good Mr Adaiſon. | 7717 4 0 
b See Epictetus, chap. 1. "4M 
Fo EN * 
* N And 
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And if by Learning we know the Senſe of 


our Predeceſſors, how greatly muſt our»0207 


be augmented by this Means? Our own, which 
we never thought too little, but after this Ad- 


dition ſhall be in great Danger of oper-aluing. 


Accordingly, it is too notorious in fact, that 


Perſons both of Knowledge and Learning are 


ſtrongly inclined to attribute all their Acquire- 
ments to their own Abilities, to ſacrifice to 
their Net, and burn Incenſe to their Drag, 
to idolize their own Talents, and when they 
et have Nothing that they did not receive, to 
glory as if they had received Nothing.” *:; 

But altho' Knowledge and Learning be really 
diſtinct from each other, (as I have ſhewn) yet 


fince there is no Difference between them in 


the Light wherein we are conſidering them, as 
contradiſtinguiſhed to Charity, in my future 
Obſervations I ſhall * _—_ Toms gg 
2 711 2 80 
One Defect of — is * it en 
in this Life, be perfect, univerſal, or belong 
to every one; but Charity may. Howbeit,” 
(fays the Apoſtle a few Verſes after the Text) 
* there is not in every Man that Knowledge.“ 
According to the ſame Apoſtle, We know“ 
(only) in part, and even that Patt hall 
a Hab. 1. 16. b See 1 Cor. 4. 7. + © 1 Cor. 8.7. 
"128 B 2 « vaniſh |; 


( we ] 
* vanith, and be done away.” Bot . en, 
never faileth."* 
The moſt valuable Kind of enge & 
that of the Holy Scriptures, which contain 
the trueſt Accounts of the Nature of God, 
und of our ovyn Souls; the Hiſtory of his Pro- 
vidence; the Rules of our Duty to Him, otir 
Neighbour, and Ourſelves. And yet this very 
Knmwledge, excellent as it is, may be defici 
ent in ſome neceſſary Points; namely, a true 
Principle, and Purpoſe to apply it aright, that 


_ as, Charity. In theſe Citcumſtances St. Phu 


utterly condemns even 15 Knowledge. Tho 
„J underſtand all Myſteries and all Know- 

*ledpe, and have not Charity, it profiteth tie 
< nothing.” * — ren 

der than Knowledge, 

And in general, the more a —— 
Fe a Man is, the more Charity he has O0 
caſion for, to keep him from being elated in 
Bis own Mind, and to render Him uſeful and 
Agreeable to other People. Without a dur 
Proportion df Charity, fuperivur Knowledge only 
(rakes a Man pedantiek, arrogant, and ind - 
Tent: à ſort of Knowledge, to which 


itſelf, if unaffected, is "infinitely preferable. 


* 


Foy af the two Characters, a Scholar with- 


3 2 1 Cor. 13. 8, d, SO *' b 1 Cor. 13. 2, 3. 3 
PF out 


[ 23 ] 
vit Cbhriiy, ior u plain Man with it, the lats 
ter would certainly be tather aſpired to by n 
laudable Ambition; efpeaially, as the very 
beſt dort uf Knowledge is inſeparubly annexell 
to Mari, 'wimch <edificth.” But whatever 
a Man that is deficient in CH, may; think 


Paul) he knoweth nothing yet as he ung 
eto thnow.” * Vet? When will heft . 
Moment he becomes cbaritulle 0. 

Nearly related to2Kowledge Gains with 
which Jam little farther auquainted than 
know that it pretends to be abfolutely ind- 
pendent of Laarning, and unindebted to at. 
But ſince what generally paſſes for ſuch is u 
'buſy; turbulent Thing in whith ali ¹ðjC ion 
has thergreateſt Share, it comes undartthie: fame 
Obſervations that _— arms e 
W ban M 

But if rea / ee ee mene 
ſuch worthleſs Endowrments When unaccom- 
Pam iet with Ch2r:ty, What fall ve ſay tothe 
mere Prettuet to them? It is a Merit even 
mor to know ithoſe Fhings whoſe Value and 
Uferdomot rechmmend them to our Know- 
ledge. And therefore does ſpecious Ignorance, 
do Oppoſitions of Science falſely ſo called,” * 


res 2. b . % 


* — 
—_ 4 
—_— 5 l . * 
— 7 | ** 
k _ . 
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«that he knoweth,” (if we will belirve gt. 
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do'< Philoſophy and vain Deceit, do ** the 


de enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom,” * deſerve 


our Cenſure, or ſo much as our Notice? Per- 
aps not. But ſince we are directed by St. 
— to © be ready to give every Man a Rea+ 
ion of the Hope that is in us,” © ſince this 
Apoſtle; and even Chriſt himſelf condeſce nds 
to argue with the Unbelieving and Miſtaken, 
citice We of the Clergy were ordained not only 
Meſſengers and Stewards, but Watchmen of the 
Lord; I ſhall take Leave to treſpaſs ſtill far- 
her upon your Patience, while I make a few 
Remarks on ' ſome prevailing Opinions, and 


modern Writings, as a kind of A e 


rr foregoing Obſervations. { 
It. was a Notion long fince hevachid 5 
dome Enthuſiaſts, that human Learning is not 
neceſſary to a Chriſtian; that it is of no Ser- 
vice towards underſtanding the Sctiptures'; 
nay, that ĩt obſtructs and even excludes the 
Influence, or Operation of Grace. How 
ſtrange ſoever this Notion may ſeem at firſt 
Sight, it is no hard Matter to gueſs at it's O- 
riginal. For the Ringleaders of certain Sects 
IN r mh _ * had both e 


ya. 8 | . ur 15. 
4. Sec the For orm of ordaining Priefls. e The Anabap- 


| —_ in Germaxy were far deſtroying all Books beſides the Bible. 


5 preted 


. 
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1 
oreted and miſapplied the Words of Scripture, 
and contradicted the Senſe and Practice not 
only of the primitive Church, but likewiſe of 
all learned Men, were in the right to decry 
the Inſtrument by which their Fraud and 
Knavery would have been detected. And the 
Art of their Succeſſors, joined to the Weak= 
neſs of their miſerably deluded Followers, 
propagated and ſtill maintains the ſame Error. 
J think Nothing that I have faid in this Diſ- 
courſe can be conſtrued in favour of ſuch an 
Opinion; an Opinion, which as it is unneceſ- 


fary to us, ſo in us would be extremely un- 


grateful. The Church of England appeals to 
the Scriptures, appeals to the Fathers, to the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, to ſober 
Eriticiſm, to rational Learning; and challen- 
ges her Adverſaries to ſhew from all theſe 
wherein her Doctrines are erroneous, or con- 
trary to the Analogy of Faith.” * And can 
we forget thoſe Schools of the Prophets, 
thoſe happy Retirements where we confirmed, 
and were taught to defend, the Principles of 
Virtue and Religion which we had before im- 
bibed ? If we can, I could almoſt venture to 
* me never: Learning we may 


4 = L . E 1. 4s 4 
a Rem. 12. 6. 5. 1a. 19. 20, en n, 
ges of Scriptures 25 
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bave brought. from thence, it will am 
Good. This is indeed 2 Knowledge which | 
may and muſt condemn. For it is unmixed 
with Charity, of which Saen is a 2 
Ingredient. 

Aſter an Education vhane? the W e 
Parts are ſuppoſed to he the Study of Morali- 
ty, the beſt kind of Philoſophy, Divinity, and 
tho Scriptures ;: I confeſs, we might expect ta 
ſee Controverſies, religious ones eſpecially, bet- 
ter managed, and conducted with greater 
Temper. But perhaps the Education has been 
imperfect, and by reaſon of too late an Ap- 
nlication ſome uſual and neceſſary. Part of it it 
emitted, It is no uncommon: Thing now-a- 
days for a Perſon to apply himſelf to the Stu- 
dy of one Profeſſion, and on finding his Ge- 
nius or Inclination unfavourable towards it, to 
remove into another. This is a very material 
Circumſtance, and may be of great Uſe to us 
in accounting for ſuch a Man's Conduct and 
Character. He may have been long enough 
at the former Study of a learned and noble 
Profeſſion to have attained the worff Part of 
it, and have come to the other too late for a 
very good Part of it. For. inſtance; let us fi: 
to ourſelves an Author ingenious indeed, 
and of Tome cpa but arrogant, oyer- 
: my beari ing, 


7 ] 


bearing, and inſolent to thoſe who preſume 


to differ from him, in the higheſt Degree. 
Imagine this Writer treating with Rudeneſs 


and Contempt Men vaſtly his Superiors in ſome 


Particulars (if not in all); Men reſpectable for 
their Learning; for a Life ſpent in defending 
that Church, of which they are now Digni- 


taries; for their Age; (which laſt Circum- 
ſtance prevents us at preſent from ſeeing a Su- 


periour poſſeſt of all the former Virtues and 
Advantages). The Man, you will ſay, has 


Talents, and is not void of Learning; but he 


wants Modeſty, he wants Humility, Meekneſs, 


Goodbreeding, and a few more Moral Virtues. 


True; and theſe Defects may be accounted 
for in the following Manner. This Creature 
of Imagination, whom we have indulged our- 


ſelves in dreſſing up by way of IIluſtration, 
was abſent probably when the Lectures on 


thoſe Virtues were read; he went too late for 
the Ethical Claſs. The Conſequence of this 
Was, that while he retained the Humour for 
diſputing, and the Petulancy, acquired under 


his firſt: Maſter, he learnt no Morality from 
his ſecond, Tutor. And then, having learnt 
none, how could he ſhew any? Write he 


muſt; Genius, Imagination, Invention, a 
Degree of Learning, all puſh him upon it. 


422 C But 


who are come to Years of Diſcretion) a miu 


| 
| 
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But then he muſt write from the: Stock he 
poſſeſſes, out of which, you have ſeen, Mo- 
rality Was unhappily excluded. A Failure in 
the Foundation is [inevitably ſuceceded by a 
Weakneſs in the Superftrufture. If + a Houſe 
eis built on the Sand, its Fall will: bo us rr 
«tai as great,” * If V Man begins to build, 
* and. is not able to funiſn, all that behold it 
* will aſuredy mock him; * eſpecially, if 


be behaves as Hang hiily afterwards as ha acted 
Faoliſbiy at firſt. Since all Pieces, even thok 


of Imagination, ſhould have their Moral, two 
Leſſons may be derived from the Picture 1 
have been drawing: the firſt, that Arrogance 


and Inſolence deſtroy all the Merit of a Wri- 


ter, ho great ſoever it would atherwiſe have 
been; the ſecond, that all Parents and Guar- 

dians ſhould avoid giving their Children and 
Wards (far they will avoid it of themſelves 


Education, having heterogeneous Particles in 
it; mean, that which begins in one ec 


ſion, and ends in another. © 


And now let me aſſe; does the bangen 
Character bear the leaſt Likeneſs to the 
and humble Fe/us? Can you trace in it any 


of, the Features of St. Paul, or St. James, 


| 7 ©; 
Foy 1 Mor: 7. 26, 2 | b Kate 14, 28 300. 
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or gt. John, or either of the Apbſites? Is it 
like the primitive Chriſtians? — Alas! hot 
one. of them. And yet ſuch Men as 1 have 
deſcribed ſhall be called great,” and perhaps, 
the greatef Men: whereas they are indeed 
the Jef and 229g} of all Men. I am ſute they 
are the fartheſt removed from little Child- 
te ren, the Reſemblers of whom our Saviout 
pronounces * the: grenteſt In the TR of 
De 

Charity ſhould. be n at in all Diſputes, 
bar in religious Diſputes it is eſſentially neceſ- 
fary. The laſt Character was defigned to te. 
preſent thoſe who chiefly want that Branch of 
this Virtue; the Love of their Breihren. But 
you will remember that Charity is the Love 
of God too. And 7his Branch of it muſt no 
more be wanting in religions Difputes than 
the other. Indeed, all Diſputes about Reli- 
gion ſhould, F think, be held under certain 
Limitations. There ſhould be ſome fixed 
Boundaries, ſome Land-rmarks hot to be 78. 
moved. Theſe might be varied according th 


the Profeſſion of the Diſputants. If Heathens, 


both Patties ſhould acknowledge not only the 
Exiſtence of a Deity, but his Providence. If 
3 to cheſe Conceſſions ought to' be 


2 Mat. 18. 4. GEE. | 
C 2 ſuper- 


ſuperadded thoſe of cc 4 a Trinity of perſons in 
the Unity of the Godhead ;” the Priority 
tc of the Father, the firſt Perſon in that Tri- 
e nity; © the Incarnation of the ſecond Per- 
ce ſon in it, Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of Man, 
and “God bleſſed for ever? the Divinity 
*and Perſonality of the holy Ghoſt ;” © the 
Divine Inſpiration of the holy Scriptures ;” 
te the Paſſion, and Death of Chriſt ;” « his 
« Reſurrection, and our own conſequent upon 
* it.” More Articles might be added, but not 
one of theſe ſhould be once called in queſtion 
by Chriſtians diſputing about Religion. I am 
not afraid of being thought too large'in my 
Demands by this Audience. If any Body elſe 
tells me, that at this rate I ſhall leave no re- 
ligious Subje& worth diſputing upon ; I ſhall 
anſwer, tis the very Thing I defire : becauſe 
I believe Diſputes about theſe Matters never 
did any Good. At leaft, I am ſure they are 
altogether unneceſſary now, ſince all theſe 
Points have been proved beyond all reaſonable 
Contradiction. And ſhall we never be wiſer? 
Shall we always be doubting ? —But indeed if 
there are yet any Doubters of theſe Truths, I 
dare affirm that they are among pretended 
Scholars, not among ſimple, downright Chriſ- 

'a Mat. 16,13 - 16. b Kon. . 5. | 


tians. 
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It is impoſſible that rh ſhould be 
— Let us ſingle out one of the above 
Articles, „the Divinity of Chriſt.” Now the 
moſt vulgar and illiterate Chriſtian needs not, 
cannot, have his Belief of this Point ſhaken 
by the moſt ſubtle and deeply read Unbelie- 
"ou while with one plain, ſhort Text («in him 
© -- dwelleth--all the Fullneſs-- of the Godbead-- 
«< « bodily ) he may drive his Adverſary into 


that Labyrinth of Diſtinctions and Prevarica- 


tions, out of which he will never be able fair- 
ly to extricate himſelf, It is no wonder there- 
fore that our-Infidels bend great Part of their 
Endeavours to diſprove the Divine Authority of 
the Scriptures : An Endeavour, in which as 
it is certain they can never ſucceed, ſo I am 


afraid it is a Truth of which they can never 


be convinced. For this is one of the Axioms 
before laid down. And how is any Axiom 
to be proved? Thoſe of Euclid may be illuſ- 


trated and unfolded by an Application to par- 
ticular Problems and Theorems, but cannot 


be proved, becauſe there is no Medium to do 


it by, plainer than themſelves. They muſt 


therefore be taken for granted. In like Man- 


ner, we (till ſuppoſing that we are Chriſtians) 


muſt be perſuaded of the Divinity of the 
2 | , RR 
Scrip- 
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Scriptures. before we. ſit down to teal them, 


And then the particular Books and Paſſages; 
4 we read them, will, by the Grace of the 
holy Spirit which dictated them, approve them- 


a Light upon the Maxim that aſſerts theit Di- 


Nothing for granted, but infiſt upon every 
Thing's being proved, conſider that Mathe- 
maticians have their Axioms and Poſtulata, 
and other Sciences their pracognita and præ- 
conceſſa. Why then muſt not the principal of 
all Sciences have the ſame? And fo it has; 
with this only Difference, that as there they 
cannot be diſputed. without Folly, ſo they can» 
not bere without both Folly and Impiety. The 


Knowledge I before ab believed that 
Morality was capable of Demonſtration. * But 
then he muſt have had his laſt Reſult of ſelf- 


evident Propefitions. I dare only hint at the 
Divine and Apoſtolieal Philoſopher's © De- 


et monſtration of the Spirit, which is far 


more certain, but awful and ſublime beyond | 


n tice Ey on the Huat Underilabifing, particularly B. 4 C. z. 


§. 18. where the Author ſpeaks of his having nb Doubt but che 


Meaſures of Right and Wrong might be made out by neceſlary 
Conſequences from ſelf-evident Fropolitions F 
TP" 1 | Cor. 2. 4. | 


ſelyes Divine to our Undetitandings, and throw _ 


great Maſter of Reaſoning whoſe Definition of 


a Mor- 


om a m 


123 
+: Mortal's Conception, and an inechauſtible 
Source of Meditation, rather than a proper 
Subject for a popular Djbourſe/ © 
I. do not know whether I ought to trouble 
n you or -mylelf with even mentioning 
ſome late Inſults (monſtrous indeed beyond 
Example,” but beyond Example weak alfe) en 
our moſt holy Religion. One of cheſe was 


ed up by the Roots.” I ſhall only obſerve 


with regard to his Denial of the ſeparate Ex- 


iſtence of the Soul in a future State, that te 
call the Sou] mortal is equally idle and ridieu- 


lous with calling the Body immortal: and this 


poſthumous Writer, however by ſome eareſt 
and:admired, deſerves to be exploded and ne- 
glefted as much as the whimſical Author 
who towards the Beginning of this Century 
maintained in a Book by him publiſhed, that 
it was poſſible for a Man to preſerve himſelf 
* dying 8 WG; T 50 mn at . 


WER 
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1 Jude 12. See the great Lord Clarendun 3. Canfuttion of 
Hobbes Leviathan, and the Anſwers to Lord Bolingbroke by the 


Rev. Mr Whalley, Dr Klan, and many others. 
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emit Time 


given by that Ghoſt * of the Loviatban already 
(to uſe the Words of St. Jude) ic twiee dead,” 
and by his Anſwerers moſt effectually «pluck- 


| 
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Time was, the Book was ordered by the Par- 
liament then ſitting to be publickly burnt, and 
the Author was expelled. the Honourable 
Houſe, of which he was a Member. And 
how righteous, how well-judged the Sentence 
Was, appears from hence, that we have not 
heard of any gaht to that nokle — 
over ſincde. | 

Such fingular and mow ede wal 
the. bleſſed Fruits of the ſpecious Ignorance, 
the Science falſely ſo called,” the Philoſo- 
« phy and vain Deceit,” the Wiſdom of 
E Man, before mentioned. But indeed it is 
no Wonder that zheſe ſhould: puff Men up,” 
ſince we have ſeen that As itſelf wil 
do ſo without Charity. | 

But there is a Set of charitable: eee; 
0 for we were taught to believe the Book not 
the Work of a ſingle Author) whoſe. free and 
candid Spirit led them not many Years ago to 
propoſe - ſome Alterations in our Liturgy. * 
One of their Reaſons particularly ſpeaks an 
Exceſs» of Charity. It is their Concern for the 
common People, who (as they, are pleaſed to 
afſert) can never underſtand the Expreſſions in 
many of our Prayers, which by Length of 


A Ses the Engiib Hiſtory. b Free and candid Diſquiſi- - 
” / dom, &c. | 5 
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Time and- the Changes incident to Language 
are become antiquated and obſolete. But did 
you ever hear any ſuch Complaints among 
your Pariſhioners ? —The contrary one, I be- 
lieve, we may all have often heard, viz; that 
the Form is too plain and ordinary. To this 
Objection I ſhall not ſtay to give an Anſwer, 
ſince it deſerves none. And yet I would. not 
be underſtood to think our Liturgy a perfect 
Work. It is the Compoſition of Men, and as 
ſuch, muſt neceſſarily be imperfect. But then 
theſe free and candid Gentlemen do not ſeem 
to have hit upon the Defect. For it is certain 
the Liturgy will never be improved by leaving 
out either of the Creeds; altering the Litany; 
inſerting the Lord's Prayer leſs frequently; 
omitting or changing the Endings of thoſe de- 
vout and ſpirited Collects where the Mention 
of Chriſt's Medation recurrs fo often. And to 
put Objections into the Heads of ſuch as were 
free from them before, may be conſiſtent 
enough with their Freedom and Candour, but - 
is by no means reconcileable to POO Ho- 
neſty, or Cbriſtian Charity. 

Another gentle, - flowery Author * Ty ap- 
peared lately, who, having ſome Objections 
(how founded, I cannot tell) to the Mo Nac 


" Enquiry into the Origin of Evil.! 4 
51180 D "Account 


26 
Account of tlie Matter; # fo kind as t6 enter- 
tain the Poblick With clearing up <the Origin 
&6f Evit" in whit 1 dare fay he fancies 4 


much better manner: Ie intimates that tlie 
Notion of 4 Par bifdcil State is fiot peculiat 


to M. ofes, and puts the Bible juft upon the 
fame Fodt wich Ovid's Merumorpbbſer. 
| fo doing he allows it at leaft to be a very Srets 
Tale. Now herein fhall We ſay that he acts 
etter, Or worſe, than thoſe whb repreſent the 
Seri iptures, as a dull, dry! Performance! But 
done 4 before him had fad, * Fables by Law 
& eſtabliſhed paſs for Religion: 4 ſhtewd In 
finuation that all religious Eſtabliſhments are 
Fables. In this Light at leuſt there is fl 
Doubt but ſuch Gentlemen would ive the 
Preference to that of their own Country. But 
all Eſtabliſhments, the preſent Author fays, 
neceſſarily. haſten to their own Period and Diſ- 
folution. And indeed to prove this feems to 
be the principal Deſign of his whole Book. 
Accordingly, he deſcants very ingenfobfly on 
the Principles of Corruption, as they may be 
called, interwoven in all publick Conſtitutions. 
However, as to true Religion, its Decay is 
&wing to the Fault of the Perſons who ought 
| bo be Soverned by it, not * the Thing itſelf. 


2 | Beck I. v. 39, 8 Kc. b Habbos. 
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But he was ſenſible that the intimating Reve- 
lation to he a Fable Would effectually confirm 
his Hypotheſis .of Fate and Neely. For 
« Nothing coupterfeit (as the Raman Orater 
and Philoſopher * fa VS) +, can he of ng Conti- 
nuance.” . This is 2 like male" 8 
Reaſoning. ; And 1 a; wiſh that the 
Author we are conſidering, (whoever he be 
for he does not put his Name to his Book 
Was as prudent, honeſt, and charitable a Man 
as that truly learned Pharyſee is repreſented. 5 

But however groundleſs ſome Men's Preten- 
ces to Cherity may be, chere can ſurely be no 


2 Cicero, Offic. 2. 12. | b Ads, F. 34. & 22. 3. 

c Between ancient and modern Unbelievers there ſeems to be 

only this Difference, that the former reſemble Virgil ; Snake, « 

Serpent, in che old Slough, the latter the fame Reptile 1 in a new 

Dreſs: © : 

34 Qualis ubi in Gen Coluber, mala gramina paſtus, k 

e ſub terrà tumidum quem Bruma tegebat, 

* Nunc poſitis novus Exuyiis, nitiduſque Juventa, 

la Lubrica convolvit ſablato pectore terga, 

1 Arduus ad Solem, & linguis micat ore triſulcis. 
An. 2. 471, 5. 
40 80 e ſhines, 8 in Vouth, the creſted Snake, | 

© «Who ſlept the Winter in a thorny Brake : 

„ And caſting off his Slough, when Spring returns, 

No looks aloft, and wich new Glory burns: 1 
Beſtor'd with pois' nous Herbs, his ardent Sides 

= Reflect the Sun, and rais'd on Spires he rides: 

« High o'er the Graſs, hiſſing he rowls along, { 


* And brandiſbes by-fics his forky Tongue. 24. 1 8 
11 Reads 
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' Reaſon to fuſped the Want of it in the Go- 
vernours and principal Leaders of our Church, 
or to fear that they will not exert it on one of 
the moſt important Occaſions that can call for 
the Exerciſe of this Virtue. I mean, a new 
Tranſlation of the Bible, to which ſome great 
Men have publickly expreſt an Inclination, and 
towards which indeed there ſeem to be ſome 
Steps and Preparations taking. I hope, I fay, 
and am willing to perſuade myſelf, that thoſe 
who are conſtituted our Spiritual Heads will 
proceed with all the Care and Circumſpection 
requiſite in an Affair of this Nature, that af- 
fets — not the Lives, but — what is of infi- 
nitely greater Conſequence — the Souls — of 
ſo many Millions; and that not only in the 
preſent, but future Ages. The Scriptures 
contain an Account of all the Duties, and all 
the Privileges of Mankind. This great Store- 
Houſe it is the Glory. of the Reformation to 
have unlocked, and laid open to our People. 
And it is the indiſpenſable Duty of their Su- 
periours, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, to take 
care that they have this Treaſure conveyed to 
them pure, and genuine; not corrupted, not 
embaſed by any unfair Mixture, or Alloy. 
No Change therefore ſhould here be admitted | 
JOE? for the fake of f changing. For as No- 
| vel 
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velty is no good Reaſon for introducing an In- 
terpretation, Antiquity is ſtill a worſe Reaſon 
for diſcarding one; eſpecially, if the ſecond 
Interpretation appear to favour any new Opi- 
nions tending to ſet aſide ſome Article of Faith 
or Practice already eſtabliſhed upon good 
Grounds, or to introduce others to which the 
preſent Tranflation cannot be made to bend. 
I folemnly declare that I allude here to no 
particular Perſons, or Proceedings. God for- 
bid that I ſhould myſelf exceed the Bounds of 
that Charity which I have been recommend- 
ing to others! What I ſay flows from a Senſe 
of the Importance of the Buſineſs in queſtion, 
and the infinite Miſchief that Precipitancy and 
Indiſcretion may here occaſion. However, I 
muſt own'that I cannot think a more elegant; 
or cloſe, 'or proper Rendering of /ome, nay 
many Paſſages, a ſufficient Reaſon for ſetting 
on foot a new Tranſlation of the Fhole. Or 
if ſuch a Thing ſhould be ſet on foot, if it 
ſhould be finiſhed, J hope it will not be order- 
ed to be publickly uſed and read in Churches, 
ſo as to ſuperſede the preſent Tranſlation, till 
after moſt mature Deliberation, anxious Diſ- 
cuſſion, diligent Compariſon, and faithful 
Repreſentation. We have at this Time two 
Tranſlations of the P/a/ms. Every one that 
8 Is 


TSR 
zs but moderately acquainted with the Hebrew 
Language and Idiom knows that there are a 


| great many Paſſages rendred more agreeably to 


zbem in the Tranſlation bound up with our 
- Bibles, than in that we have in our Common- 


1 & & 


Seil 33 appointed the latter to be 


read in the daily, publick, Service of the 


Church, as it continues to be till now. But 
why? Becauſe this Tranſlation, tho not ſo 

nicely accurate, ſo minutely juſt to the Original, 
as the other, is yet more plain, more popular, 
and ſo more likely to edify, and be uſeful to, 


camman Chriſtians. Now let it be from hence 


particularly obſerved, carefully remembered, 
and honeſtly confeſt by 4, but gpecialiy thoſe 
who unhappily diſſent from us, (if any ſuch 
hear me at preſent, or if what I am ſaying 
ſhould ever come to their Notice) that the 
Church of England prefers ¶ Barity to Know- 
kedge underſtood in the very beſt Senſe. By fo 
doing ſhe proves herſelf (as ſhe does indeed by 
all her Do&@rines) truly primitive, and Apoſ- 
tolical. Let it ibe the Care of All her Sons in 
their ſeveral Stations, Degrees, and Profeſſions, 
to ĩmitate this beſt of Mothers. Let the un- 
learned be teachable and ſubmiſſive. And that 
hn wha let the learned be « apt to 


cc teach, 2 


1 
| 1 
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« teach,” and © willing to communicate 
out of this their Treaſure. Let them apply to 
the Languages, and « ſearch the Scriptures” * 
in the Original; but let them do it with as 
ready a Diſpoſition to confirm, as to reverſe, 


former Tranflations. © Above all, let not a li- 


centious Spirit of Criticiſm, (uſeful under pro- 
per Limitations, but very dangerous in the Ex- 
treme } let it not prevail over our Charity. Let 
Charity be the Scope, the Oenter of all our 
Studies, all our Purſuits, all our Thoughts, 


Words, and Actions upon Earth, and then we 


may reſt aſſured chat we ſhall be admitted to 
Manſions as laſting as Charity itſelf; that is, 
eternal, in the Heavens, thro! Jeſus Chriſt our 
only Lord and Saviour. To whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all Praiſe, Might, Honour, Majeſ- 
ty and Dominion, now and for ever. Amen. 


a 1 Tim, 3, 2. b 1 Tim. 6, 18. c Joh. 6. 39. 
N. 
*. 
207+. 


Advertiſement. 
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HE Profits ariſing from the Sale of this 
Sermon will be applied to a pious Uſe. 


3 


Author, An Enquiry into the Nature 
« the Sacrament of the Lord's Su of 
Profits of which will likewiſe be appropriate 


to the fame Deſign, r . 
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